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ONLY VIRGIN WOOL IN ARMY UNIFORMS, BAKER TELLS SENATE COMMITTEE
mors commodious hearing rooms of tho
Ktnata office tnilldlnf. The concession In
the matter of accommodations came from
the committee a a partial rcsponso to
Secretary Baker's expressed desire for
an opportunity to be heard hy more than
the committee alone and a few members
of the press.

Secretary Baker" manner evidenced
a, complete change from that with which
he l el the committee at Its earlier
hearings. To-d- hla attitude was one
of tourtly deference, not strained or
afte-Mo- but apparently sincere. The
contrast was remarakable.

Will B Cross-examine- d.

In the gathering were members of the
eommittcn who were present almost for
the first time since tho hearings began,
fitting near Senator Chamberlain was
Henator Myers of Montana, one of the
most devoted supporters of the Admin-
istration, who during tho preceding
month of the Investigation has been
at his place in the hearing hardly an
hour and rarely for more than ten min-

utes at a time.
In his statement to the committee
y there were many suggestions ad-

vanced and many points accentuated
bv the Secretary and remarked by tho
committee which will furnlah a fruitful
source of Interrogation at later hear-
ings. Many of Mr. Baker's utterances
were In the form of abstractions and
generalities which will require a vast
amount of elucidation when

can be assured.

Asserts aermany Is In Dark.

Once In the Secretary's roneluding re-

marks In which ho was describing tho
extraordinary dlffercnco between tho
ii;buvt anticipations as tr American
army cooperation in Franco 'as compared
with the actual numerical .strength of
the present oversea force and tho jet
larger groups of divisions tov he sent
forward In the course of 191S Senator
Chamberlain asked him:

"Why have you not let the public
more Into your confidence on these larger
plans? It Is admitted that Germany can
get this Information and does get It
anyhow, and concealment does not have
an encouraging effect on the public
mind."

"Oh. quits the contrary. Senator," re-

plied Mr. Oaker. "The German Govern-
ment, according to our bent Information.
Is still mystified as to everything except
what is going on at the immediate
front."

This statement caused the Senators to
look from one to another in wonderment,
for within the past uionth they had
heard from the Hps of Major-Ge- n.

O'Rysn that captured German officers
had known to within 1,500 of the exact
strength of the American expeditionary
force.

Itrqueata No Interruptions.
Senator Chamberlain opened the hear-

ing with tho following statement to the
committee:

"We have met this morning to hear
the Secretary of War In compliance with
Ms request that he be permitted to make
a statement to the committee. The Sec-
retary Is here, and we shall be very glad
to hear from him." Then turning to
Secretary Baker he raid :

"Mr. Secretary, before you commence
may I ask you whether the statement
you desire to make now Is supplementary
to the one you have already made,
whether It Is entirely new matter or
whether you desire to correct any' state-
ments in your former statement?"

"It l.i comprehensive, covering the
whole conduct of the war, Senator," re-
plied the Cabinet olllrer.

"Then." said Senator Chamberlain,
"wa will bo pleased to hear from you In
men way ax you deetro to present the
matter. I think It would be very much
better If the Secretary might be per-
mitted tn make tho statement without
Interruption. And any questions the
committee desire to ask might be asked
after the Secretary finishes his state-
ment."

Conntrr Untitled to Know.
The Secretary prefaced his general

statement with his personal views on the
situation confronting the Senate, the
Administration and the country
saying :

"For one reason and another the Im-
pression has gone out into the country
to some extent at least that the War
Department has fallen down in adjust
log Itself to the task of conducting this
war. I want to address myself to that
question.

"There aje several reasons why I
should ask you to hear me on that nucs- -
tlon. In the first place the country Is
entitled to know whether that is a fart,
and In knowing whether It Is a fact the
country Is entitled to know what this
war Is, what Its problems are and what
steps have been taken to mect-thos- e

problems.
"In the second place, I have a deep

sense of obligation to tlio officers of tho
army nnd to tho civilians who from the
beginning of this difficulty have labored
In a way which certainly In my experi-
ence never has been equalled labored
with deration, nnd zeal,
spending sleepless nights and tireless
days In an effort to bring the organiza-
tion of this greet army and Its use In a
mllttnry enterprlre up most rapidly and
effectively,

'ot a Man Has .Shirked.
"I have seen strona and grizzled men

f the at my turn away from my desk
to hide tears whan they were nuked to
stay tn this country and do organization
work hero instead of going to France,
where the glory of their profession lay:
and yet I never have known one of them
to hesitate for a moment to obey the
order, nor has there been any lack of.
quality In the work which any of them
has done by r en son of his natural am-
bition to be on the field of battle rather
than In an admlnlstratlvo'task. And of
the great company of civilians who havo
come to Washington from all over the
United States, laying down their private
business, sometimes accepting salaries
Which office boys at other nlaces entov.
sometimes having no salary at all men
if the largest experience and of thegreatest talent in business have como
to Washington, put up with the tnad.
equate conditions which the city now
affords because of Its congested- condi-
tion, ami have worked in season and
cut of Sanson on this undertaking.

"It would be a tragical thing If this
tremendous effort, this wholly unprec-
edented sacrifice made by men, were In
fact to turn out to desen 9 the comment
that It had fallen down.

Impatience of Pabllc,
"I hav not the ttaat doubt that suchcurrency ss that feeling ha got Is

due In large part to tha tremendous Im-
patience of the American people to do
this great thing greatly, Kvery one of
you ana every one or US wants to
dtmonztratt tht thing which we know
to be true that our country U great
ana strong ana in a causa lure this will
hit like a man at tht adversary which
haa attacked us. And, always there la
between- - tht beginning of tht prepara-tlo- n

and tht final demonstration of Jta
success, a period of questioning whaneverybody you' and I and everybody
slat goes through searchlngs of heart"
to find out whether all has been donethat could have been or that ought to
'hare been .done; whether anything re- -

" ri none. And we lookback over the past and realize, that thtre
B " tnr havefceen fhortcotnlng: that there havebeen which might have been

ii tii&u J " nrprist

uui our effoit Is to learn from them,

I

not to repeat : to strengthen where there
needs strengthening: to supplement
where there needs supplementing, and by
bringing two things together, our very
best effort and the confidence of the
oountry back of that effort, to make our
enemies finally feel strength that Is
really American.

Now, I .want to say at the outset,
Mr. Chairman, that I have no bias In
favor of Individuals. The tsruo of this
Is far too large for any prejudice or
favoritism to any Individual, and when
I discuss. If I shall discuss. Individuals
by name, whether It be Gen. Crosier or
Gen. Sharpe. or If 'I refer to myself, I
want It understood that the appearance
of any one of us In the caiualty list any
morning Is a negligible matter as con-

trasted with tho success of this enter-
prise, nnd I nm not here either to defend
Individuals, Including myself, or am I
hero to deny delays, mistakes, shortcom-
ings or false starts; but I think I ran
say with confidence that where those
things have appeared wo have sought
the remedy,"

Effect of Chamberlain's Speech.
The Secretary then turned hie atten-

tion directly to Senator Chamberlain,
and said :

"Mr. Chairman, you made an address
to the Senate. It was at the conclusion
of an investigation of two divisions of
tho War Department I think the Ord-
nance and the Quartermaster's depart-
ments. In that Investigation some short-
comings had been brought to tho atten-
tion of the committee: some delays. And
If I may venture. It seemed to me at the
time I read that speech that perhaps the
feeling I would havo about It was this:
That without tho Intention of the chair
man and without anybody's Invention. Its
effect might be to have the country feel
that the particular difficulties and de-

lays- referred to by the chairman were
characteristic rather than exceptional."

After roferrlng to the fact of his en-

tering upon tho duties of his present of-

fice on tho very night that Pancho Villa
raided the town of Columbus, X. M.,
from which day down to the present mo-
ment the War Department had been a
very "actlvo department." he told the
committee that the data upon which hla
speech would be based wcro "no hur-
riedly gathered data."

Hospital Inquiries) started.
In his earliest presentation of his case

Secretary Baker was quick to refer to
'the pathetic letters read Into the

Record by Mr. Chamberlain last Thurs
day In which the neglect of dying pa-
tients In army hospitals was described
as well as the heartlessly careless han-
dling of tho dead. Mr. Kaker said:

"I had not seen those letters before.
At once upon hearing of them I wrote to
the chairman of the committee and
asked for the names of the writers of
those , letters nnd the c.tmps In which
these incidents were reported to have
taken place. I wanted, and I want now.
to follow those through to the very end
to find out who was guilty of this Inhu-
man treatment, to find out who was re-

sponsible for the conditions complained
of there. In order that I may punish
those who are guilty."

The Secretary assured the committee
that the War Department also had re-

ceived similar complaints, but that In
view of the fact that there were more
than a million men tn arms the number
of such complaints was "relatively
small." A number of Instances such as
Chairman Chamberlain had presented
had resulted In Instant corrective notion
by the War Department, said the Secre-
tary, who described In detail the oc-

casions. ,

Defiance of Itearalatlona.
He read to the committee the now

army orders governing the disposition of
the dead to show that audi conditions as
those disclosed in the Chamberlain let-
ters and. In letters produced by Senator
Sutherland earlier were In defiance of
War Department regulations. Two medi-
cal officers had been dismissed from the
service after court-marti- al for neglect-
ing atlents In their care.

"And." said Secretary Baker. "I want
!hc country to know that though we
have gone out and got doctors out of
civil life, though necessarily because
of the numbers of doctors In this
country trained In hospital manage-
ment and In group treatment of cases
of men Is limited, I want the country
to know that the live and the welfare
and the lllneses of these roldlers are a i

responKlblitty which I will not permit to I

be dodjed or 1 nndled in any cavalier
fashion and that tho attitude of the De--
partment Is one of punishment where
guilt Is Involved."

Mrs. Ill nrhart's Appeal.
The Secretary then read reports of

court-marti- proceedings Incident to
stamping out the evil of neglect by medi-
cal officers, and In contravention of tha
suggestion of shortcomings in the medi-
cal establishment read n letter from
Mary Roberts Illnehart written to him
since Senator Chamberlain delivered his
address. Mrs. Itinehart said :

"I have Just hen reading that tragic
letter from an unknown father read by
Senator Chaml:rlaln during the present
Senatorial Invest Igatlorr. Its sincerity
cannot be questioned. As a mother, and
as the mother of. a soldier. I fee. as
every one mast, the deepen srrlef and
sympathy with the parents of that dead
boy.

"Like every other mother In the coun
try. I want these cases known. I want

I want drastic punishment applied to
any man, of no matter what rank, who
Is found guilty of negligence in the
care, physical or moral, of our boy's.
And I want Immediate remedy of con-
ditions that require remedy,

"But I do feel that some step should
be taken to reassure our women Just
now. It Is only fair to them. It Is cruel
to allow every mother In the country
to Judge tho medical care that will ho
given to her boy while in the service
because here and there, in the chaos of
our readjustment, men have been given
responsibilities they are unable or un-
willing, to fulfil. That we have such
men Is more than a national misfortune.
That they have been placed In positions
of trust' Is a national calamity.

Mothers Untitled to Know,
"But tho mothers of the country

should know In fairness to themselves
that the number of such Inefticlents Is

We will not rest, we women,
until they have all lieen removed. But
that, I know, will be at ones. It must,
be at once.

"I have a son In an army cantonment
He enlisted as a private. He would re-

ceive If he became 111 exactly the same
treatment as any other enlisted man tn
our new army. And I should have not
only no hesitation 'In placing Mm In the
cantonment hospital, but I should do It
with absolute confidence. As a matter
or I act ne nas aireaoy spent a rew aays
there with an Infected knee and received
the bust of cars.

'I know somothlng about hospitals. I
took a nurse's training as a girl. I mar-
ried a' member of my hospital staff, and
I have been for many years constantly
In touch-wit- hospitals. During the first
year of tht war I visited tht hospitals
of France and Kngland. Since wo went
Into war I have, with the avowed Inten-
tion of teeing for tha .woman of America
mat.our boys are to ne well cared for In
evary nosMblo way, visited many traini-
ng1, camp 'and camp hospitals.

Hot KnBa?h of Parse's. '
'Then are condltlona to faa remedied.

As I reported "to )ou very recently, the
failure of suppM.s has toetn a serious
matter. - There at W enouih women
nurses. The quarhft of both nurses

and doctors must be enlarged In many
cases. The percentage of serious Illness
has been low In the enntonmenta 1 am
cot speaking of the camps but the per-
centage of mild contagions which always
occur when men are brought together In
tne mass ana of heavy colds and bron
chltla has been hhrh. Tha result of
sending men with heavy colds for a few
days Into the hospital has resulted In
rather higher figures than the serious-ne- s

of the situation would otherwise Jus-
tify.

"Of .crueltv and Indifference I have
round nothing. On the contrary, I have
found the medical staffs of the hospitals
both efficient and humane. When It Is
remembered that the medical men of
these army hoioltala are volunteers who
have cheerfully relinquished the results
of years of labor to give their services
tn tne country, that they are of the
beat we have, as all volunteers are, that
they willingly undergoing deprlva. .J.i . -- .7,.. 1.Z Ttpos. it Is thatT.i, country -

large should criticise tthem.
The best specialists of the country

have placed themselves at the disposal
or the army medical department, and
ninety-nin- e out of n hundred men In the
drafted army are receiving better care
than they could afford, under the cir
cumstances, at home.

Xnrslnar on High Plane.
"Nursing Is on the same high plane.

Again we find volunteers, highly skilled
and carefully trained women who have
taken the small pay and discomforts of
army life that they may serve where
they ars most needed.

"Wardi are large and alrr. Beds are
comfortable. I have found exquisite
cleanliness everywhere. Moreover, I
have found cheerfulners.- Food Is good
and plentiful. I have examined store-
rooms and kitchens and watched the
diets being served under the direction
of a woman dietician.

I do not like the orderly system.
There should be more trained nurses.
At present the wards where there are no
serious cases are managed by a ward
master, an enlisted man. And with the
best Intention in the world, he Is not al
ways efficient. The lack of nurses Is a
serious one and could be remedied prob-
ably by an appeal to nurses to volunteer.
But hero again Is the serious question of
the 111 at home, the same which faces the
medical profession and the civilian hos-
pitals.

"One hospital I know well. It Is
typical of other cantonment hospitals. It
is under the same army medical depart-
ment direction as the others and It Is
only right to assume that conditions
there are representative. The same rules
govern alt these hospitals. Tho same
sums are spent on them. The same sys-
tem Is followed. Tho food Is the same,
the supplies, the medical stair, the
nurses.
Cauip Sherman's Model Hospital.

"And I have never seen a better war
hospital than the one at Camp Sherman.
I will go further and say that in Its op-
erating rooms, Its X-r- department. Its
eye and ear department. Its note and
throat department, its dental depart-
ment. In short. In Its facilities for caring
for every emergency and every weak-
ness. It will bear comparison with any
civilian hospital.

"And what Is true of the base hospital
at Camp Sherman Is true of the others.

"I have watched the development of
the war hospital pyotem from the be-
ginning, when I saw It first on paper
In the office of tho Surgeon-Genera- l up
to two weeks ago. I watched because
It was a vital matter to me. I had a
husband and a son In the service. 1

am like the other women of this coun-
try. I would ha content with nothing
less than the best And I feel that we
are on the way to the best.

"It has not come yet. although at the
present moment 1 would willingly trust
any member of my family In such emer-
gency. In any one of 'our bise hospitals.
We need more supplies, we need more
nurses and enlarged quarters for them.
Sixty or even eighty nurses, divided Into
f.hlfts of eight hours each. Is totally
Insufficient for 1,000 men. We even
reed more physicians and surgeons,

the staffs are ery large, tho
mn)oal department In each hospital Is
working to Its maximum.

Nation Xeeds Reassurance.
"nut wnat we need ns a nation is

something more than this. We need
knowledge and reassurance. There Is
r-- need ,n tnla country for discontented
resignation. I would suggest that a

"T Dt "piuive unpreju- -
diced citizens from the nearest city visit
each of those base hospitals and thor-
oughly Inspee: It. And that they pub-
lish In their local papers the direct re-

sult of their Investigations. Let them
go alone to talk with the patients, the
nurses, the docotrs, tlie wardmasters.
And let them tell exactly what they find.

"The women of the country must
know tho facts. They have the right
to know them. It Is not fair to let them
believe, as many of them now do, that
the great and humsne American people

flshr,oCsa'v? them. We are preparing
against the Inevitable losses of war. It
m .n,, .u ic. .; w l,n unit,, tltu. MUIIK
there Is useless death and we are wast-lrln-

lng lives we would die to save." our
t, armed

No Suggestion Evaded. been
Th ar.trv .M ih.i .,IDn..nnn I

kxSuxM
to recelve his Instant approval. He told
the committee that from the very begin-- 1

nlng of tho war Surgeon-Gen- . Oorgaa
has lneen In constant contact with the '

leaders of the mod leal profession ,

throughout the United States. ,

nam ne:, "no naH formed mound
him a staff the like of which probably
doe not exist on tho .ce uie eann

s. .devising an or- -
ganlsatlon and supervising Its nerfec- -
Hn .h.n. . .M.,. .1........ ........
casual and usual doctor here nnd there,
whose attention has been devoted to
the treatment of Individual cases under
home conditions, under the necessities
of this situations has been thrown Into
a great organization where he la com
pelled to deal with hospital conditions
and groups of men and sanitation on a
large scale, while It may be and la
deeply to be regretted that there should
even be. the necessity of Improvement,
yet the direction ot this great medical
staff ot men and zeal and loyalty and'
patriotism and efficiency ot the medical
profession are all at work rapidly Im-

proving It and the Improvement already
wrought la vary great."

Secretary Baker then turned from the
Medical Corps to the ordnance bureau,
the centre of most bitter attack In the
executive sessions of the committee, but

i regarding which less matter has np -
peered tn print By reason of Its supreme

' value to the enemy. He reviewed first
the controversy over the choice of a

i rine that l)ad occupied the early weeks
of the war. He told tha committee that
uen. rersmnc naa parucipsiea in tut
Incidental conferences.

'It " seemed an especially fortunate
clrcomatane. that Gen. Ptrahlng should
bt in Washington nubat time and aM.
to participate In that conference," said
the Secretary,

"Can you give us tha date?' asked
Senator New, '

(

Soon Before Farthing; ttmtt,
"I cannot give tht date, Senator, but

it must nave oean very shortly before
Oen. Pershing went abroad. I should

iiJtn thZt Ph.nl! a?:. '"I."01ilMitirsn that.1
"Tht last of May," suggested Senator

Warren.
"Perhaps It was a week before he

went nbroad. He wis here altogether, ?

1 tninx, some eight or ten days studying
the whole condition In the War College
preparatory to his going away," ex- - another they were not ready to go

tho Secretary, ward with them, and yet I am sure" If
"Great Britain had decided to remodel they had'had machine guns at the camps

this weapon and rearm Its army, and In large quantities they would havo been
tffey were on the nolnt of manufacturing '

a modification of their own Enfield rifle I

which would use a rimless cartridge.
nrrs thus obviate the possibility of Jam-
ming In the weapon and make It a bet-
ter weapon.

"It was only when the war broke out
ro suddenly that compelled the Imme
dlate need of equipment supplementing
that which ehey had and fearing that the
confusion of using a new weapon tn

with their own' weapon and
trying, pari pasu, to rearm their nnny,
that they decided to adhere to their En-
field rifle. When we undertook to re-

model the Enfield rifle It was discovered,
although there were throe plants In this

'country manufacturing, the bolt from
ono factory would not fit the rifle from
another factory. Instantly the question
arose of procuring Interchangcabtllty In
the rifles produced."

Reviews Changing Arms.
The whola dealing with regard to

changing arms for the United States sol-

diers was reviewed by the Secretary and
explained as It has all been explained I

previously in and out of the committee. t tment, Iractlcally all of the aJnove be-T-

Secretary then discussed the reasons , fore troops were ready for them, that
wr.icn nail impelled aggregation or a
great army In advance of the certainty
of Its equipment.

Said he: "At the outset they had
very few rifles ; thers was a distribution
of Krags and obsolescent weapons In
order that they might drill with them.
But It was some time before they were
adequately supplied with tho remodelled
Enfield rifle.

"That was foreseen. Gen. Leonard
Wood came to my office I have for-
gotten when, but it was early and sug-
gested to me the advisability of Instantly
calllng out n larger army. I said : 'But
General, we have not the clothes and we
have not the weapons for them.' He
said: 'I know that, Mr. Secretary, and
they need many things; but they need
the rifles. They need to learn to llvo
together, get used to camp conditions;
they need the elemental discipline of
camp life, they need to bo taught to keep
step, they need to know the subordina-
tions of the army, and It will take some
time to give them that preliminary In-

struction.'
"He CGen. Wood pointed out to me

that In England tho Kitchener
army drilled for months, as he said, In
their civilian clothes, with top hats and
using a stick for arms. 1 said to him:
General. I agree with you that It Is Im-

portant to 'have our army equipped rap-Idl- y

so that a prolonged period of
training may lie given to them; but we
will rail out first the Regular Arms', and
then we will call out the National Guard
anu nuiin 11 up io "'" uu
with the draft army they would have an
additional oerlod of training in the field
by reason of the fact that the army
cannot be shipped abroad In bulk sud-
denly.' It was necessary to attempt to
forecast the amount of time needed for
training, and It was deemed wise to put
the men In the camps In order that they
might learn this matter of camp disci-
pline, camp sanitation, the elements and
essentials of the soldier's life a little In
advance of their being fully tried with

I

j

Machine Can short...
I

Secretary Baker then turned to the
machine gun shortage.

"The machine gun problem Is compli- -

cated by two factors first, the question
of manufacture, and, a difference
tn tneory si 10 tne use Of machine
nuns,-- said tne necretary.

When this war broke out Great Brit
ain was making the Vlckers-Maxl- n
heavy, water cooled gun. She wanted a
lighter type of ?un and adopted as hew

the

and on are to all
very In as arrive

however, not the S

as and French
gun --,crf,.

oer. u " " ' (

better to havo a very light gun. Knot
from the hip or from the shoulder, i

! - . ... I , V. I U
1 nere waj in r a ici iv r a vwuu wtut--

..LT..:i ;Vnn . Vrfnrl ,

. "A.?" .'r'll""? '
","pc. "1',Z "!' "A .1

der .we might select the best t pes. I

The existence of that board did not de- -

lay for one second

"There was a test made by the navy j

I think in as a result of which
It was shown the Lewis gun had
been perfected to use American ammu-
nition. There was an ordnance officer
of the army present at that test, and on
the basis of that test Immediate orders

Arms the of
' study

have the to ready the
to

France the last
Prrshlnu Against Lewis Gnn.

I

from Europe we from i

Lewis rTh", use ttS Tha'Xt? '
.

elons of marines I am not using 'dlvl- -
rtTllll!liJ! J mr vguuvm la ui ilia- -

which went from country with I

military force a part of It ,

with Lewis gum. They havo ,

retired from aervfee the guns !

and regiments have been rearmed
"Kh Chauchut rifle, and Hotchklss.ma-- .

lne "" Jurt our olhtr ,anJ ,orces

l? a.rt'
"Under the studies made the ex -

pcr," ,, I s and under;
tl"lr ".""J"0" "'" advice we are In-- 1

"yuciea retain guns ror use In .
- -

Ci"Tnlng "guns and "tfeke- -
M, -- ,.n. fnr-w)r-

,.h . ...rv nP.
'

; n,.T,:,:,r.w" 0UAsi,?lP."Lm2i
l"Irr " ouprupriaiwil uy ..ongr n ,
, ..... ojro to nrena these forward ? n lht

we the situation tn regard to ma
chine guns thst the kind of the weapon
which limbing and his want
Is the kind which was developed the
result ot that board's Inqulryi the
particular weapon which Is said to havo
made so great a with the British
and doubtless has made a great succcbs J

with them Is one which Is determined
our experts to be appropriate tor air ser
vice and not desired for land operating
troops.

French Can Guns.
"In the meantime, in order that tho

whola story may be It Is in testi
mony before your committee that
French Government Is able to supply us
with Chauchut rifles or light guns
Hotchklss guns, or heavy guns the
divisions troops which we can thla

' yr tnd abroad. have then the
' machine gun reduced to this:
. T""1 we ordered ever)' Lewis gun we

C0U,J ti we encouraged them to en- -
'""a" ""r ranuiunni . iscuuies.
Tne: 1,1111 hV8 not ;nlare?

... ih- - i,.... ;C '

SSM nem.'e'Sn"1,2ie,.'??I?-- ?ln .too,5

light and heavy Brownings and axpedlt- -

going forward, and our army abroad Is!

,n nl" untry nqt having machine
gun, here to practice with. They have
not naa as .many aa wa centred them to
have, ytt t have from
commanders many letters, which I shall
pnt to read, saying that they have

I la

not been held back by tho absence of
inese weapons Decauee me rine ranges
were not and for one reason or

able to have some machine gun practice
ere this In of the camps.

Itrport .on Jllstrlbatton.
"Vet I have had a table here, or state-

ment here fr:m the acting Chief of
Ordnance as to the machine guns which
have actually, been distributed In tho
camps In this country."

"Ars the dates given, Mr. Secretary?"
asked Senator Hitchcock,

"I will read three paragraphs. Sen-
ator, which will answer that question,"
said the fterretarv.

"The distribution of macmne guns
to the national draft camps have been
as follows: Thirty Coll machine guns
to each camp, sixty-fiv- e Lewis machine
guns, forty-fiv- e chauchut automatic
rifles. Distribution of machine guns to
the National Army cantonments: Fifty
Colt guns each, sixty-fiv- e Lewis ma-- 1

chine guns, forty-fiv- e Chauchut rifles j

to each camn.
" 'In addition to those mentioned, ten

I.cwia guns been Issued to eacn
regular cavalry regiment ten Chau--
chut rifles to each regular Infantry reg

Is, about November 1.' !

"Now. frankly, that is net an ade- -
quate supply, but It Is some machine
guns which the machine gun companies
may practice with learn the median- -
ltrni and mechanics of these arms
the supply will be forthcoming thfl
result of this quantity manufacturing
which has been arranged for."

Senator Hitchcock Questioned Sec
retary nt this point as to whether all
the machine guns had been shipped to
the camps snd cantonments.

Secretary Baker was Insistent that
they had, as early as November 1.

1,200 Machine Cans Stored.
Senator Wadsworth Anally elicited

from the Secretary that the necessary
Lewis for practice purposes were
not shipped until along In January, after
the Senate Investigation was well under
way. He admitted that 1,300 machine
guns had remained In storage and out
of use until the Senate Investigators
discovered their whereabouts.

Mr. Baker described the artillery dif-
ficulties faced by the army. He cited the
fact that the French use large quanti-
ties of the 73 millimeter type, while the
British use n larger calibre howitzer
type. Finally an arrangement was made
whereby the French Government was to
supply quantities nf the TS and 1 35 milli-
meter pieces. This plan was better for
some Mr. Baker said. French

ntr,Hv In "nimnflt V nrft--
duction" and It saved ocean tonnage,

The House mission went abroad to
the answers to this question, the

Secretary said : "How can America
most to the early winning of this

war?"

Artillery Snpplled Abroad.
"One of the answers to that question

which they brought back and telegraphed
It before they came," he said, "was that

jthe more rapid expedition of troops to
Europe was a part of the answer,
they asked at once about further sup-- I
plies of artillery ammunition. Then
the matter was discussed and it was
Mreed that both Great Britain and
France surplus ordnance, surplus
-- .j..,,... .mmnnitinn nnl.
nat)Ce ammunt0n capacity ; that Oreat
BrUllll, wa, n rxct!y the same state

..hit EVojir was.Therefore it was ureed
Dy tnese international experts tnai inejtlon I could get then ana ine nest in

lighter type the Lewis made It aN equip completely Amerl-- a
lange scale England. Thcjcan divisions they In France

French, have used 'durnK the year 131 with the best make
Lewis or any correnmndlng weapon of rtrttlsh Kims and howlt-- a

land operating In any large num-- ,
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representatives of Oreat Britain
France state that prodvctlon of
tlltery, field, medium and heavy. Is now
established on so Urge n sralo that they

"Wltli a view therefore expedite
and facilitate the equipment of the
American armies In France, and second.. i,iMa,.
V0'Pm'nt ammunitions supply

the mInlmum ,traln UDOn avabls .

tonnage tho representatives of
Britain and France propose that tho ,

... . . .... . ' .f
as be convenient from Brit- -
M, and French 'gun facle'rles.

Real Saving la Effected.
"I have seen statements," said Mr.

Baker, "that taking of ammunition
from France Is putting to a greater
effort than she ought to undertake.
say to you that Marshal Joffre snd his

things which but that e
helping them to maintain the r processes,... ... .... ....

have organ lied Tn order to meet I

'A .
we are expediting the arming of our,.,., ...... ,!, m. I . I .

'"hi-.,- ,. n!i aIPJl",,'.m'".P; fftVZ. -

The proposal came from the British
and French themselves. It was stated.

. m ouiiwi in mo mnnin 01 jan- -
ufy ot ln 75 millimeter field pieces
we got 620 from France, and there have
been turned out of our own factories
only elrhty-four.- " iMr. aald. "In
April our own production risen to
..i snu we r mien nau uwinuiea to j

J.VU.T.d,,:5 Ah"!? '

.
rr'

-- . "r on prouurnon 01 .mi piece
is forecast to be 133 pieces.

. ..... . .
-- - i j hu h

it guns ., guns of American
make, lo millimeter howitzers
l.nlted States make, beginning with one
In January, 1S18. only nine months
after the declaration of war. So far
as this matter Is concerned Involving
so much time, by testimony all
experts It Ik rising steadily and rapidly,
tne production or mis large piece a
maximum of 300 a In December,
191s, being Indicated. That 1 tho
howitzer. The gun ta manufactured In

same way In this countty with rising
production on our own part, original
procurement from the French nnd dimin-
ishing supplies from

Artillery Ready as Men Are.
"I think, gentlemen, that It Is fair to

say that the American army In Franca
now and to be there, large as It now

larger as It Is to Is provided
wJUi artillery of the types they want,
for tha uses for which they are to put If,
as rapidly aa they can uso. It, and that
our own of manufacturn to mhi- -
plement that which Is Inaugurated, in

r".7V'V. .
...i.T y jm VTtMlne Btre'm of

American production.'
Mr. Baker then said that contracts

for guns totalling $1,500,000,000 had"i''i thn nr

eamt Into a field tn.part preempted ,and
occupied by our allies, and our piob- -
lems so rar as tne ordnance Department
was concerned was not to commandeer

and left the facilities In this coun- -
try for manufacture of ordnance

provided wiui guns or the type
tht mode of warfare which they hava "When wt came Into the field we

elected to and our supply which Is came, It la true. Into a field where ex-t- o
supplement that Is of the same type . Perlence had bean acquired by American

and of the kind desired by them. manufacturers In the manufacture ot

and had camp

stop

and

had
,imi,,

jind

they are,

and let the British and the French take
euro oi uicmmivw,

"They were fighting and on tha fight
ing line and our necessity was to In-

trude our programme Into theirs In such
a way as not to weaken their strength
while wo were building up our own to
bring to their assistance: so that our
Industrial problem while obviously aided
by the experience our manufac-
turers have gotten In the manufacture
of ordnanco and ordnance supplies was

least complicated by the fact that so
very much of the very best talont In
the country already was devoted to that
and for uses which could not be diverted
or surpended."

I'ntnforined Abont Sheila.
"Mr. Secretary, may I interrupt you?"

n.ikod Senator Frellnghuysen. "Is It not
irue mat our aneii capacity nas oeen re- -
duced from about 20,000,000 for a unit
of time I think It Is one month to
R.000,000 slnco our entrance Into the
war-."- '

"I cannot give you that answer. I do
no not know, Senator," replied Mr.
Baker.

Senator Frellnghuysen Tou do not
know?

Secretary Baker No, Senator.
Senator Frellnghuysen Have you all

the shell capacity that you need?
Secretary Baker I think wo are still

letting shell contracts.
Senator Frellnghuysen T understand

it Is reduced to about 45 per cent, slnco
our entrance In the war and many or
the plants have been dismantled,

Secretary Baker T cannot answer
that, sir; I do not know. It helps very
little to give figures of this sort, nnd yet
there is a story back of them, a story
of driving hard work. The Ordnance
Department has averaged twenty con- -
tracts a day since our entrance Into this
war. Involving a dally average sum of
about 16,000.000.

Senator Iteed here Interposed: "Cer-
tainty you must be In position, or should
ba tn position, to know whether our shell
producing capacity has been actually
reduced to 2 per cent, of what It wa."

"Senator, I am tn a position to get
that." Mr. Baker said.

Clothing; "apply Inadequate.
"Mr. Chairman," the Secretary of

War said, "I will now go Into a com-
ment which appeared In your address
dealing with the supply of clothing un-
der the Quartermaster-General'- s Depart-
ment. It Is perfectly true, thought
I agreed with you about It when I was
before you before, that the supply of
clothing was Inadequate. If I did not
then agree to that It was only because
it was only obvious that an explicit
statement of agreement did rot arise
out the form tn which thi questions
and answers were made.

"I said that our Initial rush needs
were substantially provided for and' that
reserves would tapldty accumulate:
but I supplied to the committee all I
could get tabulated statements, with
the exact number of garments short In
every camp, and you accounted It a fault
to me. Senator, when you asked roe
about Camp Sherman and I telegraphed
out there and got a message which was
reassuring In character and the next
day got a correction which showed not
so good a condition, and I sent It to you
before It was cold from the telegraph
wires. ' I think you thought. Senator,
that I was to for tha;.

Mar MoatJS of Training.
"I have natd m aVdy you that at

the outset we hi hrthe problem as to
whether we should wait until we had an
adequate supply of clothing or whether
we should not. In large part I think

t wlt m. n,ruin.li' Thn best tnforma- -

formation have now is that It takes
somewhere between nine and twelve
months teach men who have not had
previous experience to llvo In camps,
to learn the discipline and of a rol-di- er

before he can be sent safely Into
tlie kind of warfare we 'now have.

"I did not then know, nor do I now
know, por can 1 know how rapldlv It
may be necessary for to tend :r:cn
to France. I know low rapidly we
have sent them. I know how many are
there. know what our present plan
Is to send them: but I do not know
,,ut that thU. has not hap--
pened but I do not Itnow but that

It might turn out that it
would be wise to double the rate at
which we are sending troops. There
are now In the United States s!xton
National Guard campti, sixteen National
Army camps, filled with men who are
ready to go If It Is. necessary.

Trying? to Be Ready for Call,
'I have sacrificed something for th.it.

I have not willingly sacrificed the health
of anybody. I have not intended to

button was on the coat and the coll.
had como In November or December or

. .1 .1.
'fast' and tey wVre stm at home walN
. ... ,.nn, t .n.,vi i,v ri
crushing load of guilt and reeporsl
blllty which at least In comparison Tllh
what I do feel about having called them
out wou.ld have been Incomparably
greater.

"And yet I was not callous about
the Secretary went on. "I asked those
agencies with which we were deallnif
In this matter how fast we could expect
these supplies. They gave in" the fore-ca- st

aa to the future. They rellej upon
their estimate of production. I relied
upon their estimate cf production. Men
who failed unon o take contract
for the production of clothes nnd tho
making of garments unnaturally per- -

't overestimated tneir capacity ror
proluctlo

i ,,.. v.t.llm,. ll-l- n,'
"Here and there some llulo labor llf--

i ficultles have lxen encountered not
manv. Tho rerponea of labor to
this situation hns been sunisrh In.
the United States. Hero and there dif-
ficulties of transportation and delays In j

getting supplies from one place to an- - .

other, accumulating congentlons upon the
railroads, delaying manufacturing and ,

shipment from one place another, un
precedented weather conditions In tho
United States, a winter the like of which
none of us have reen since we were chil-
dren.

'The reports have are and the
reports for nome time have been that
the quantity of woollen underwear In
the camps Is adequate : that the supply
of heavy cotton khaki is adequate. For
somo weeks now we havo had an ade-
quate supply of overcoats. The impply
uf coats Is approaching adequacy, From
every camp with which I have communl- - I

cated In thn last few the report
comes to ma that where there are any j

shortages of coats and that seems to I

be tha principal item there 1 no
such shortage as Interferes either with
the.safety or comfort of the men: that

, Wear and overcoats nave protected the1
i men against actual aufferln, by re.aon ,

of the temporary deficiency In gooda, but '
even the temporary deficiency n goods la '

for the most part supplied."
Troops lleported .In Castoffs,

Had ho taken the other course, Mr.
Baker said, nothing could have been
gained,

"What we tried to do." lie said, "was
to summon the men nut as rapidly as
they could be taken care of."

Senator Sutherland said he had been

rM Canoe Headache and Grip.
I.AXATIVK PROMO qiriNINH Tablets rtmorn
llieriie. There Is only one "Promo Quinine."

were given to "the Savage associates who were here, Gen. sacrifice comfort ; tut
pany Lewis guivs, Bliss, who went to to that I Intended If was humanly pos-w- e

this situation, that laojc orders subject on ground, bring us the post- - be when came
of Lewis gun havo been given. llvei assurance that wo are not only not and If I were have delayed the call- -

taking from and Great Britain Ing out of troops
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Informed that many negro troops, par-
ticularly nt Camp Meade, had been
clothed with csstoff citizens' clothing of
the whlto soldiers, although a sort of
warning had been sent to nil prospective
soldiers to bring very little clothing with
them to camps. Mr. Baker said he was
sure Ultra must be some inlstak about
It, but promised to wire and find out and
Inform the Senator.

"In soma way' Mr, Baker continued,
"the Idea has got abroad that the
uniform Is mad of a mixture of wool
and shoddy. The fact Is that all uni-
form cloth of tha Army of tha United
States Is made of virgin wool. There Is
no shoddy In any of It. There haa been
Introduced Into the cloth used for over
coats and blankets an admixture of re
worked wool, but Into the uniform cloth
there Is no shoddy, ther Is no reworked
woo) ; It la all virgin wool.

Shoddr Only In Overcoats.
"In addition to that, when ws went

Into this war the 'standard of army
quality for uniforms was that It should
contain 73 per cent, wool and SB per
cent, cotton. That hat been our stand-
ard for a long time ; but tht specification
was changed and tha army uniform
cloth, every yard of It bought for this
war, is virgin wool of the same weight
It has always been, with A large In-

crease In Its strength In order to give It
greater wearing qualities, and the re-

worked wool, or use of scraps,
shoddy. Is limited to overcoats i.nd
blankets.

"I did not know that. I am like tha
committee, I did not know that until I
received a letter of which a copy wat
sent to Senator Chamberlain from Mr.
Elsenmann to that effect, and I called
him up this morning and asked him If I
anderstood him correctly as to that be-

ing the fact and he said It was the fact."
Mr. Baker then read an article written

by William M. Wood, recognized as ont
of tho greatest authorities on wool. In
which he said that often the Introduc-
tion of shoddy Into cloth Improved It.

Discrepancy, Says XcKellar.
"Does not that statement by Mr. Wood

prove too much? It It Is a fact that
shoddy Is better than wool wa ought to
use It In the uniforms as well as tn tha
overcoats?" Senator Reed asked.

"Apparently not, Senator," was tht
answer. "According to Mr. Wood's own
statement he limits the recommendation
to blankets and overcoating material."

Senator McKellar called attention to
this teatlmony given by Mr. Elsenmann
In which he said referring to uniforms:
"Now It Is virtually all wool; I mean

0 per cent, of our purchases of uni-
form cloths have been all wool up to
date. Including this morning, practi-
cally all wool worsted fabrics."

"So it means,' ' Senator McKellar
pointed out. "that It he states now that
they are all virgin wool there must be
some mistake or discrepancy at any rate
between this statement given on Janu-
ary - and the letter written this morn-
ing. I Just want to call your atten-
tion to that"

Defends Caunp Conditions.
Referring to Camp Meade conditions

Mr. Baker quoted Gen. Nicholson as
saying:

"Tears has never been a time when
the troops at this cantonment have not
had at least three pieces of heavy win-
ter underwear and an ample supply of
heavy socks. There was a time when
there was a scarcity of woollen uni-
forms, but from my observation and
from the reports of the surgeon no suf-
fering or hardship resulted from this
condition. The food supply has been
abundant and well prepared, and I ven-
ture to say In a great many cases of
better quality and quantity than tho;
men would have had at home."

The particular point of Senator Suth-
erland's Inquiry was with regard to un-
derwear, and Gen. Nicholson's statement
has been that there has not been a time
that there were less than three suits of
heavy winter underwear ln camp.

Referring to your Inquiry of a few
minutes ago Mr. Baker said: "I may-sa-y

that the shell making capacity of
the country Is difficult to state In num-
ber of shell, without giving calibres, but
It Is our best estimate that the shell
making cajmclty of the country for
TSmm and 3 Inch shell has been

about 50 per cent, slneo the
beginning of the war and that the shell
making capacity for sixes above 75mm
and 3 Inch has been increase, I about i!

per cent In the same period. Tho Ord-
nance Department now has under order
In the United States 60.000,000 sheila
All ot these sheila are to be delivered
during the calendar year 1918.

"I had been asked some questions ss
to the discrepancy In the testimony In
regard to 111 ounce melton cloth," he
continued, "and the question was
whether the statement made by Mr.
Elsenman that that was entirely a virgin
wool was accurato In view of the state-
ment made by Col. Llndsiey In the rec-
ord." Senator McKella Interjected here,
and the statement was made by Mr.
Elsenman previously.

Wholly Vlrsla Wool.
"There must have been some con-

fusion as to the particular subject
under Inquiry when those statements
were made," Mr. Baker said. "Mr
Julius Rosenweld, who has been at tho
head ot purchases ot this sort of supply
or the accumulation of capacity for this
sort of reduction, said that the sixteen
ounce melton Is wholly virgin wool and
that In cloth of that weight reworked
wool cannot bo profitably used, but that
In clothes of greater weight the kind
used for overcoats and blankets. It can
be used o that apparently the state-
ment by Mr. Elsenman Is correct, nnd
our sixteen ounce melton uniform cloth

Is now made entirely of virgin no h.stead of as before the war, of :s f4r
cent, wool and 25 per cent, cotton, am)
Is for cloth of that weight the tcii
that can be produced."

"In that general connection .ome
question haa been raised as to whethera heavier weight of cloth ought to have
bean supplied In view of the fact that
foreign armies use a heavier weight et
cloth. I can add nothing to the testi-mony In the record on that subject.
That testimony la that we have retalnM
tht cloth specified for our army for r
long time so far as weight Is concerned,
that by the Injection of 100 per cent n
virgin wool we have strengthened It ant
Increased Its warmth and wearing i.paclty, but whether or not a heavier
cloth ought to be indicated Is yet to hi
determined, and tht status nf that mat.
tar Is this:. That Gen. Pershing w,
requested to have his experts In r.uropo
Investigate that situation and report to
ua on or before tha first of Februar-wheth- er

he recommended any change iii

the uniform cloth. That report has not
yet been made nor has any BUgge.'tioi
ever come from Gen. Tershlng or Mi
staff voluntarily that there uhould ),o
any heavier cloth used In tho making o'
our uniforms."

Senator Weeks asked : "You mailt
that request of Gen. Pershing as a re.
suit of tht hearing, did you not?"

"I nm not sure," was thereply.
"I think you asked Gen. Sharpe to di

It. and He made It" Senator Frellnghuy-
sen returned at this point, nnd Mr. B.i.
ktr repeated what he had ea!d about th
shell supply.

Challena-- by Frellnsrhnrsea.
"From the Information J received I

am disposed to challenge that informt.
tlon." the Senator said.,

"It la a hurried memorandum, und j
would bt very glad to have a complete
survey of the subject made and euppl'
you whatever I find," the Secretary of
"War admitted.

"I want to maka but one further
on this general subject of th.

Quartermaster and Supply Department "
ha continued, "i think It Is not ur.fa.li
for me to nay that no army over- -

anywhere was fed as leguiarlv.
aa well, as nutritiously, as appetlzlnsh
as this army. I think you. gentlemen
and tha War Department will agree thii
while thart have been complaints about
other things the almost unanimous testi-
mony of tht army Is that Its food hn
been of tha highest quality; that (here
has bean no suggeatlon of defective
quality or Insufficient quantity; that
Ita preparation haa been ot the highest
character, and generally the food suppl;.
for this hastily organized group of mn
haa been carried out with most extraor
dinary success

"There Is one other, subject upon wMrh
I want to speak In some detail, but t
think I can do It briefly. There Is nm
question as to the selection of canton-men- t

eitea, as to the healthrulnrxs cf
tht sites selected, and It has been sug-

gested that the Surgeon-Gener- was
consulted with regard to the selection c'
sites.

' "The War College Division of tin
General Staff made a study of the rrod-o- f

training the army, and the question"
considered at that time were: 'Shall the
army be assembled In regimental r.im;
or brigade camps or division camps"

Decided on Division Camps.

"They finally determined that it

should be In division camps. They thci
drew up a memorandum as to the moo-o- f

selecting and organizing those camps
Thin report recomdended that the

commanders should be diaril
with the duty of making such selection'
for tho troops within their respective
departments, and that they shotilii

boat da of officers to report ujkii
available camp Rite?.

"The numbers of such boards in ear'i
department should be left to the di-
scrimination of the several department
commanders. Each board should he o'
two experienced line officers, one of th
Quartermaster's Department, one of t't
Medical Corps and a district enslMf:
The memorandum give a catalogue o'
tho considerations which rhculd roMt
the department commander and the
boards appointed by him in the ;

tlon of these sites. They should be
to accommodate a comnnr.t

without erowdlnu and have an adeqni'e
water supply both for the men nnd an-

imals to be encamped thereon. The"
should bo ImmUne from floods and Inu-
ndations. The surroundings should
healthful.

"There were other desirable feature."
recommended, absence of Insect pest" as
disease carriers. Infrequent Interrupt'
to training by Inclement weather: a '"-- c

and carefully prepared schedule. Tli
principal places of these carr.re "
be selected were the Department of '
Southeast the Central Department ."
the Southern Department. There ' i
been Just transferred shortly ''"'i1
that to the Department of the Southe.i
the senior Major-Gener- of the ar-- y.

flen. Wood, a man who had orlirln.!1' I

the training camp Idea and p it It
practice at Platteburg until I' a i
demonstrated success.

Camp Sites Invealtgatrd.
"The records show that upon thr e

ectlon of camp sites the Surseoti-O- .

eral's office was notified. I am
raising any Issue with the Surieon.--era- l.

I want to have it perfettlv ui

derstood that in the selection nf ' f
sites his representative wun ,t niemne
of every hoard, and If anv q..t'' c
ever arose In regard to the prcprh'v
a site tn process of selection thtt !'"'
t'on was Investigated undfr h.s
tlon, by my order, until they ere

as to the propriety of the e!c.

"The Hllotments of floor .pnc- -

approved and the buildings under .v

Btructlon when there came a met nc r

TO THE PUBLIC
OUR EMPLOYERS

During the past year the cost of living
has increased from 20 to 100r'o. The
purchasing power of our wage has been
cut in half.
Wages in some trades have doubled in the
past ten years. Ours have remained prac-
tically stationary for the same period.

We appeal to you the public our emplo-
yersto petition Congress in our behalf.

Will you be good enough to advise your
Congressman and United States Senator
as to your views on the matter at your
earliest convenience?

"THANK YOU!"
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